Environmental Justice in the Rio Grande Valley:
Lessons Using Alt Media

Challenging Dominant Narratives

in Alternative Media Projects:
Accessibility and Inclusion

Alt media projects can [do!] challenge
dominant stories about environmental

destruction and racism by emphasizing
accessibility and including marginalized

voices. This can [and does!] create

opportunities for exploring these issues

in greater depth.

Alternative Media: A Platform for
Change

Alt media, as opposed to mainstream
media, provides an opportunity for
individuals and communities to share
their perspectives and experiences
without the constraints of corporate or
political agendas. Through this
medium, stories that are often left
untold or misrepresented in
mainstream media can be told or
corrected, creating a more diverse and
inclusive communication on pressing
social and environmental issues.

The Intersection of Environmental
Degradation and Racism

The relationship between
environmental degradation [research
this concept vs pollution and
environmental impact] and racism is
complex and multifaceted. We cannot
ignore the fact that marginalized
communities, particularly communities
of color and disabled people of color,
are disproportionately affected by
environmental injustices such as
pollution, hazardous waste disposal,
and limited access to clean water and
air. By investigating and highlighting
these connections, alternative media

projects can raise awareness and promote
action to address these inequitable
practices.

Acknowledging Key Principles for Inclusive
Alt Media

Before focusing on accessibility in the alt
media we create, it is essential to first
acknowledge and prioritize the following four
principles:

1. Learning from each other: Recognizing the
value of diverse perspectives and experiences,
and being open to learning from one another.

2. Respecting each other: Treating each other
with kindness, empathy, and understanding,
regardless of our differences.

3. Ensuring our needs are met: Identifying
and addressing the unique needs of each
individual and community to ensure equitable
access to resources and opportunities.

4. Making our learning tools accessible:
Ensuring that the tools and resources we use
to create and share alternative media are
accessible to all, regardless of abilities,
background, or socioeconomic status.
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Promoting Accessibility and Inclusion in Alt Media Projects

Having acknowledged the key principles for creating inclusive alternative media,
we put these principles into practice in our projects. Promoting accessibility and
inclusion lets us reach a wider audience and interact more with our audience,
but also contributes to a richer and better understanding of the complex issues
surrounding environmental degradation and racism in our communities. By
intentionally centering marginalized communities and prioritizing accessibility,
we can foster a more inclusive and equitable discourse [conversation] on the
issues that matter the most to you. This conscious effort to promote accessibility
and inclusion in alt media projects will lead to a more effective action and long-
lasting change for a better and more just society.

Implementing Accessibility and Inclusion in Alternative Media Projects:
Strategies and Best Practices

To ensure successful inclusion and accessibility in alternative media projects, the
use of various strategies and best practices is necessary. Here are some tips for
incorporation into your projects:

1. Diversify your sources: Seek out and include perspectives from a variety
of backgrounds, particularly from marginalized communities and
underrepresented groups.

2. Use multiple formats: Offer content in various formats, such as written
articles, podcasts, videos, and infographics, to cater to different learning
styles and accessibility needs.

3. Ensure language accessibility: Use clear and concise language, avoid jargon,
and provide translations or subtitles when possible to make content more
accessible to a diverse audience.

4. Collaborate with marginalized communities: Engage with and involve
members of marginalized communities in the planning, creation, and
distribution of alternative media content to ensure their perspectives and
experiences are accurately represented.

5. Prioritize accessibility in design: When designing your alternative media
project, consider accessibility from the outset. This includes using accessible
fonts, high-contrast color schemes, and designing for screen reader
compatibility.

6. Provide alternative formats and accommodations: Offer alternative formats
such as audio descriptions, transcripts, or captions for multimedia content
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and ensure that your website or platform is compatible with assistive tech.

7. Be open to feedback and continue learning: Encourage feedback from your
audience, particularly from marginalized communities, and strive to
continuously improve your alternative media.

8. Create safer spaces for conversations: Foster an environment that
encourages respectful and open conversation and communication among diverse
participants. Establish guidelines for respectful communication and actively
moderate discussions to ensure they remain inclusive and welcoming to all.

9. Promote intersectionality: Recognize and highlight the interconnectedness of
various forms of oppression and discrimination, and encourage discussions that
explore these intersections in relation to environmental issues and racism.

10. Advocate for systemic change: Use the alternative media platform to raise
awareness of and advocate for policies and practices that address the root
causes of environmental degradation and racism, rather than just focusing on
individual actions or isolated incidents.

Proof Copy: Not optimized for high quality printing or digital distribution
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Examples of Successful Alternative Media Projects
Introduction:

Here's a collection of successful alternative media projects that have effectively
challenged dominant narratives on environmental degradation and racism, while also
emphasizing accesgibility and inclusion. . Each project listed below demonstrates the
potential of alternative media to provide diverse perspectives and create spaces for
marginalized communities.

1. Environmental Justice Atlas: Explore the Environmental Justice Atlas, an
interactive mapping project that documents cases of environmental injustice
worldwide. This platform highlights the struggles of marginalized communities against
environmental degradation and racism, raising awareness and inspiring action.

2. The City Praject: The City Project focuses on urban environmental justice and
works to increase access to parks, green spaces, and healthy environments for
communities of color and low-income populations.

3. Grist: Grist is an online environmental news outlet dedicated to covering topics
such as climate change, social justice, and sustainability.

4. Native American Environmental Protection Coalition (NAEPC): The NAEPC is an
organization that addresses environmental and public health issues affecting Native
American communities.

5. Environmental Health News (EHN): EHN is an independent, non-profit news
organization dedicated to covering environmental health issues, with a particular
emphasis on the connections between environmental degradation and racism.

These projects exemplify the transformative potential of alternative media initiatives
in challenging prevailing [mainstream] narratives. By prioritizing accessibility and
inclusion, these endeavors create platforms for marginalized communities to share
their stories and experiences. By diversifying representation, promoting equitable
discussions, and fostering inclusivity, these projects pave the way for a more
comprehensive exploration of environmental injustices.

Conclusion

Alt media projects have the power to challenge current narratives surrounding
environmental pollution and racism. By emphasizing accessibility and inclusion, these
initiatives create meaningful spaces for marginalized communities. Through their
efforts to amplify diverse perspectives, foster inclusive discussions, and share,
uncover & collect stories on environmental injustices, these projects contribute to a
more equitable understanding of these pressing issues. As more projects adopt similar
strategies and prioritize accessibility and inclusivity, they will pave the way for
transformative change.
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Accommodations and Support
Addressing Needs in Community Teaching

Introduction:

In this chapter, we'll focus on the importance of providing accommodations and
support for disabled people and those who are neurodivergent. As a teaching guide for
high school students and community members and anyone else, we recognize that
addressing the environmental impact and degradation on marginalized populations
requires a comprehensive approach that includes meeting the needs of all learners.

As a writer who is also in those marginalized groups and the community, I understand
the importance of creating an inclusive and supportive learning environment for the
community.

Section 1: Identifying and Understanding Diverse Needs

To create an inclusive learning environment, we must identify and understand the
diverse needs of students, children, teens and kids not in school or going to alternative
school and community members. We also have have to realize the various learning
styles, disabilities, needs and backgrounds when engaging with environmental studies.
It's okay if we don't know them all, we'll learn them as we go along. These factors can
affect individuals' interactions with their environment, their needs and their ability to
support environmental justice work.

By acknowledging and understanding these differences, we, the creators of alt media
can tailor what we create, as well as those teachers and community leaders following
along, can learn to support methods to address these needs and create a more
inclusive experience in their classrooms and communities.

Examples of Diverse Needs:
e Learning disabilities or difficulties
e Neurodivergent individuals (e.g., autism, ADHD)
e Physical disabilities or impairments
e L.anguage barriers
e Cultural differences

Section 2: Implementing Accommodations and Support Strategies

Once diverse needs have been identified, it's time to implement accommodations and
support strategies to ensure that all learners can engage with the material and
contribute to the discussion on environmental justice in the manner that they wish.

Examples of Accommodations and Support Strategies
e Providing alternative formats for learning materials (e.g., large print, audio
recordings, closed captions)
e Breaking down complex concepts into simpler terms and using visual aids to
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support understanding

e Offering additional time reading material or going over material

e Providing assistive technology or tools to facilitate learning (e.g., text-to-speech
software, screen readers)

e Implementing a buddy system or peer support for collaborative learning

e Offering diverse learning opportunities, such as hands-on activities and experiential
learning, to cater to different learning styles

e Encouraging open communication and feedback from learners to better understand

and address their needs

Section 3: Fostering a Supportive and Inclusive Environment

Creating a supportive and inclusive environment is so very important for learners with
diverse needs to feel comfortable and confident in engaging with environmental justice
work and to have fun when working with alt media. This includes fostering a sense of
belonging, empathy, and understanding among each other as community.

Strategies for Fostering a Supportive Environment:
e Encouraging open, cross conversations about diversity and inclusion in the
classroom and wherever learning is taking place and in community settings
e Providing opportunities for learners to share their experiences and perspectives
related to their diverse needs
e Actively addressing and challenging stereotypes, biases, and discrimination within
the learning environment
e Encouraging learners to recognize and appreciate the unique contributions of their
peers with diverse needs
e Promoting collaboration and teamwork among learners, emphasizing the importance
of supporting one another in achieving common goals
e Ensuring that educators and community leaders model inclusive behavior and

language, and continuously strive to improve their understanding of diversity and
inclusion

Section 4: Evaluating and Adjusting Accommodations and Support

Everyone: regularly evaluate and adjust accommodations and support strategies to ensure
they remain effective and relevant for learners with diverse needs. This ongoing process
helps maintain an inclusive learning environment and enables continuous improvement.

Evaluation and Adjustment Strategies:
e Gathering feedback from learners about the effectiveness of accommodations and
support strategies in meeting their needs
e Observing learner progress and engagement to identify areas where additional
support may be required
e Reflecting on the inclusivity of teaching methods and materials, and making
necessary adjustments to better accommodate diverse needs
e Collaborating with other educators and community leaders to share best practices
and learn from each other's experiences in supporting individuals with diverse needs
e Keeping up-to-date with research and developments in the field of diversity and
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inclusion in education, and implementing new strategies as appropriate

e Engaging in professional development and training opportunities to enhance
understanding and skills related to meeting the needs of learners with diverse
backgrounds and disabilities

Section 5: Advocacy and Awareness

After implementing accommodations and support strategies, it’s not over! No. It's still
important to advocate for learners with diverse needs and raise awareness about the
challenges they, we, you, us, may face in engaging with environmental community work
and when accessing alt media workshops or community gatherings. By doing so, we can
work towards creating a more inclusive and equitable learning environment for all.

Advocacy and Awareness Strategies:
e Share your story and experience, if you are part of of the disabled or
neurodivergent community, the good and the bad, and what worked or didn’t.
e Promote other awareness campaigns and events in your community that focus on
the importance of other marginalized communities in education and the community. If
none include accessibility needs, you can ask when they will.

e Encourage, no demand, the involvement of disabled community members, learners,
students and everyone! in leadership roles and decision-making processes related to
environmental studies and education. We must make and confront any access needs
that remain unaddressed at this point too. Do the good work.

e Collaborate with local organizations and support groups that serve individuals with
diverse needs, to raise awareness and foster partnerships

e Share resources, articles, and research related to diversity, disability and inclusion
in environmental studies and education, created by disabled people of color in
communities facing environmental injustices, using new social media and other
platforms.

e Encourage educators, community leaders, and learners to advocate for policy
changes and funding support to improve accessibility and inclusion in educational
settings.

Conclusion

By utilizing alternative media and implementing strategies to support learners with
diverse needs, educators and community leaders will create a more inclusive and
equitable learning environment in environmental studies, especially within the context of
studying, researching, and investigating the environmental impact of the Rio Grande
Valley. *Educators and community leaders aren't always those who you think they are.*

This benefits individuals with diverse backgrounds and disabilities and also enriches the
overall learning experience for all. As we delve deeper into understanding the
environmental impact of the RGV, it's important to recognize the value of diverse
perspectives and experiences and ensure that everyone has the opportunity to engage,
contribute, and succeed using alternative media and resources.
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Affordability and Accessibility in Environmental Research

When examining the environmental impact of SpaceX's operations in Brownsville and
the lower RGV, it's important to consider the financial accessibility of alternative forms
of research. By doing this, we make sure that these methods are available to a wide
range of community members.

Affordability Strategies

e Seek funding and grant opportunities to support the implementation of alternative
research methods & the creation of alt media projects & resources

e Collaborate with local organizations, schools, groups & community centers to share
resources and infrastructure for conducting research & creating accessible media

e Plan for cost-effective research methods that can still yield valuable insights, such

as interviews, surveys, and focus groups

e Utilize free or low-cost online tools and software

e Offer workshops & training sessions on affordable research methods and alt media
creation for community members, educators, and people of all ages

e Develop a resource-sharing network [skill share!] between organizations &
individuals working in environmental studies, to pool resources and expertise

By prioritizing affordability & accessibility in your research, we can ensure that a
diverse range of perspectives are included in studying the environmental impact of
SpaceX's operations in the lower Rio Grande Valley. This will enhance the overall
quality of research, leading to a more accurate and comprehensive understanding of the
environmental issues.

The use of alt media and accessible research methods in the study of environmental
racism and the impact of certain industries in the RGV, particularly when examining
the impact of SpaceX's operations in Brownsville and the surrounding areas, is
essential for fostering a more inclusive and equitable learning environment. By
embracing diverse perspectives and experiences, we can create a richer understanding
of the environmental issues and their effects on our communities.

By demanding accessibility and affordability in environmental research, we ensure a
wider engagement of community members. By implementing the strategies outlined in
this chapter, educators, community leaders, alt media makers and researchers can work
together to create a more inclusive and comprehensive understanding on the
environmental impact of certain industries and how to use alt media to address it.

To achieve this goal, we must continue to advocate for policy changes & funding
support, collaborate with local organizations, community members and community
groups, and seek out innovative ways to engage with and work with marginalized
people & each other. As we move forward in our study of the environmental impact of
SpaceX's operations in the RGV, let us continue to create a more inclusive, accessible,
equitable, loving and inviting learning environment for everyone.



